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What was the deciding factor that made you apply for NAPI’s Scholars Program?
  The deciding factor that made me apply for NAPI’s Scholars Program was 

the opportunity for paid internships in a professional Ag Business setting 
leading to full time employment upon graduation. This meant school would 
be covered in addition to a guaranteed job waiting for me once I completed 
my college studies. This was a great resume building opportunity to pursue 
at the time.

What was the most beneficial aspect of your participation in the Scholars Program?
	 	The	most	beneficial	aspect	of	my	participation	in	the	Scholars	Program	

was the opportunity to be a dual scholar with Wilbur Ellis. Through this I 
was	sent	across	the	country	and	was	able	to	build	a	network	in	my	field	of	
internship study; potatoes/chemicals/agronomy with professionals in the 
industry. 

What was the best memory you’ve had in being a Scholars Intern?
	 	Walking	fields	as	the	sun	crested	the	horizon,	laughing	endlessly	each	day,	

building	life	long	friendships,traveling,	learning	from	individuals	in	the	
industry who have such excitement for the art of growing potatoes- there 
are far too many wonderful memories to pick one. 

How did being a Scholars Intern help you in your studies?
  The scholars program was an added perk to my time in school. It opened up 

scholarship	opportunities,	it	allowed	for	me	to	focus	on	just	worrying	about	
going	to	class	as	financially	I	was	secure.	Being	a	Scholars	intern	helped	me	
to connect with resources that aided in my success at NMSU. I also was 
given a personal goal of maintaining my scholarship eligibility and it helped 
me to strive to keep my GPA high. 

How did being a Scholars Intern help you in your career?
  Participating in the Scholars program jump-started my career. Unlike 

most of my fellow classmates- I graduated with a management level 
position at one of the most renowned agricultural companies in the United 
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  States waiting for me. Succeeding in a program like this and successfully 

completing an employment commitment is a great way to show employers 
that you are capable of commitment and following through with what you 
start.  Through my four years in the program I also had the chance to build 
a repertoire with several other large Ag companies; this program sets you 
up for a future of endless possibilities in the agricultural industry and aids in 
applying to graduate programs. 

Would you recommend this program to family or friends attending NMSU?
  I would recommend this program to family or friends attending NMSU. 

This is a great opportunity for Native American students pursuing higher 
education in all disciplines. 
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